
Cleaning and

Cleaning and Hydrostatic             
Testing of Pipelines

Nexxo owns 
equipments and 

instruments to     
perform the service

Nexxo has the experience to manage any kind of pipelines 

considering multiple diameters or lengths. These pipelines 

can be over the ground surface or underground, straight 

or with curves; in any case, Nexxo can perform the cleaning 

procedure including a preoperational testing and specific 

operation, offering a reliable service to their clients.

Hydrostatic testing of Pipelines



Applications

Preoperational cleaning and testing

· Cleaning of light sediments stocked during 
the construction.

· Check for any plugging.
· Cleaning to the specific agreed level.
· Check of circularity in all his extension.
· Filling with water to develop the 

hydrostatic test. 
· Pressurization up to the test pressure 

according to specification.
· Emptying of the water.
· Dried up to a certain point of dew.

Operational cleaning and testing

Before any activities are performed, an 
analysis of the conditions of the pipeline is 
required, because every case is handled 
differently.
For example:

· A refrigeration aqueduct with salt water 
can be stock with seafood.

· A mineral duct can be obstructed with the 
same mineral. 

· A drinking water aqueduct could be 
affected with rust, affecting the water that 
it transports.

Every case is studied; therefore it is 
determined which action to take, in order to 
perform the cleaning of the pipe in the best 

possible way.
Some time, that also requires changing some 
sections of the pipe if the obstruction or the 
rustiness has no solution.

The layout of the pipeline

The study of the layout of the pipeline will 
specify:

· To separate the pipeline in sections 
depending on the capacity of the filling 
bombs and to schedule the whole service. 

· After separating the pipeline, the sections 
could be limited by the static pressure that 
will act on the lower end when the pipeline 
is filled with water for the hydrostatic test.

· The maximum pressure in any spot is 
determined by the pipe thickness. 

A PIG (pipeline inspection gauge) in the  
industry is a tool that is sent down a pipeline 
and propelled by the  of the product in the 
pipeline or by air. It is the chief device used 
in.

There are four main uses for pigs:

· Physical separation between different 
liquids being transported in pipelines.

· Internal cleaning of pipelines.
· Inspection of the condition of pipeline 

walls.
· Capturing and recording geometric 

information relating to pipelines.

High pressure water cleaning

In smaller sections of the pipe, it could be 
required a different kind of cleaning. In this 
case high pressure water cleaning is a very 
effective way to accomplish the specified 
requirement.
Using pressures up to 40.000 psi, the water 
can be more effective than a PIG by 
removing heavy weight sediments blocking in 
the pipe.

Hydrostatic test instruments

During the test, the most important task is to 
keep controlled every indicator like 
temperature, pressure, dilatations of the 
material and the variation of the water 
volume. For this, Nexxo S.A. has all the 
instruments required.
The most common instruments used on 
hydrostatic test are:

· pressure gauges
· pressure and temperature recorder
· thermometer
· Dead weight scale

Is very important that these instruments are 
calibrated by national and international 
standards. 
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